
5112/2

o
STATE WATER CONTROL BOARD

Richard N. Burton 2111 Hamilton Street BOARD MEMBERS
Executive Director , Patrick L. Standing

Chairman
Post Office Box 11143 ,'T, A - David H< Mi|)er

hmond. Virgin!. 23230-1143 u'l-J 0 1 J^ Viw-Ch.irnwn
(804)257-0056

Millard B. Rice, Jr.
Watkins M. Abbitt, Jr.

, Joseph S. Cragwall, Jr.
Mr. ThOmaS C. VOltagglO Robert C. Wininger
Chief, Superfund Branch Henrv o.
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region III
Sixth and Walnut Streets
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106

Re: 01 in Draft Work Plan
Meeting of September 10, 1984

Dear Mr. Voltaggio:

Thank you for your representative's visit on September 10, 1984, to
meet with and explain to the Task Force and the 01 in Corporation (01 in)
the draft Olin Work Plan dated July 1984. During the meeting, the Task
Force provided your staff with numerous comments and concerns regarding
the draft Work Plan and the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA)
approach to the Olin site. EPA indicated they would consider the comments
and would consider revising the Work Plan and perhaps the overall approach.

The State Water Control Board has worked with the Task Force and Olin
for more than ten years to evaluate, study and abate the mercury pollution
problem at Saltville. Olin has recognized its responsibility to correct
the problem, and to date, has spent more than five million dollars to
achieve this goal. Since 1978, the Task Force, which has always included
EPA, has carefully reviewed and studied the Olin site and required numerous
abatement projects to be undertaken to prevent continued mercury pollution
of State waters. The Task Force recognized the need not only to undertake
these abatement projects, but to monitor the effects for a period of time.
To assure the Task Force that all necessary work and monitoring would be
accomplished, the Task Force undertook the development of a Consent
Special Order. This order was prepared with input from all Task Force
members and finally agreed upon in September of 1982. The attorneys for
the respective Task Force members agreed that the order should be a State
order issued and signed by the SWCB and Olin. The order was signed and
became effective on November 10, 1982 after a 30 day public notice period.
The order required certain abatement work and a five year monitoring
programme- follow upon_completion of_alt -work. "." • • • - - • - _ • • - - - - - - -_--•••

Since the issuance of the order, EPA's Superfund contractor has
repeatedly proposed what the other Task Force members believe to be an
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unnecessary and expensive review and study of the Saltville site. The
proposed draft Work Plan leads me to believe that most if not all the past
studies are going to be repeated. The SWCB believes that the appropriate
approach to this site would be for EPA to defer any further Superfund
actions, studies or work for the term of the Special Order and to pursue
the matter as spelled out and agreed to in the Consent Special Order by
all Task Force members. Olin has been identified as the responsible
party; they, along with other agencies, have conducted and continue to
conduct extensive monitoring of the site, and have spent over five million
dollars in mercury abatement measures. There is no imminent danger to
public health or welfare to our knowledge and therefore, the SWCB requests
that EPA consider the "No Further Action" alternative for the Olin's
Saltville site for now. Our Special Order does not release Olin from
having to address any problems which may occur and therefore, the SWCB and
Task Force believe we have thoroughly addressed the issue, and now need to
evaluate the results over the next 4-5 years. Should additional work or
studies be necessary, they can be discussed at that time.

Should EPA continue to pursue the Work Plan route, the SWCB would
agree only if EPA incorporates into the Work Plan all the comments made
during the September 10 meeting. These are:

Modify the language throughout the draft Work Plan as noted
during the meeting's page by page discussion.

Divides the Plan into two phases. The first phase would be the
Risk Analysis (RA) which, as we understand, evaluates existing
data. Second phase would be any necessary feasibility study.

Any agreement would be contingent upon a meeting of the Task
Force and Olin before starting the RA and at the end of the RA
to discuss the results.

The SWCB desires to continue working in a cooperative and appropriate
manner with the Task Force and Olin.

Should you have questions, please contact Martin G. Ferguson of our
Office of Enforcement.

erely,

'Michael A. Bel̂ afica
Director, Division of Enforcement and

Environmental Research

Copie~s~:VMa:nttn~Gr Fergusbru-Office of Enforcement
Dallas Sizemore, Southwest Regional Office
Stephany Del Re1, EPA, Region III (3HW21)
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